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a play for the stage

by Pete Barrett

Characters


Two couples in their forties. FIONA and PHILIPPA are sisters married to RICHARD and LEO respectively. A fifth character is 10-year-old EMMA who will ideally, in a multi-million pound production, be portrayed by a hologram, or, failing that, by a disembodied voice. PHILIPPA, RICHARD & FIONA speak with middle class voices but LEO has a part-contrived Essex/London accent.


Setting


The main room in an old Spanish holiday villa. Two scenes are on a Spanish Beach, one in a street cafe.

 
(THE SOUND OF A KEY IN THE DOOR. STAGE IN BLACKOUT)

FIONA
What are you doing?

RICHARD
What do you think I'm doing - I'm trying to get the key in the lock?

FIONA
It can't be that hard. 

RICHARD
You bloody try it then.

FIONA
Just stick it in.

LEO
Takes yer back doesn't it - teenage sex.

PHILIPPA
That's not funny, Leo, that's just crude.

LEO
People were always saying that to me when I was a kid.

PHILIPPA
When did they stop?

FIONA
Hurry up, Richard. Hurry up.

RICHARD
I'm trying. I'm trying.

FIONA
Let Leo have a go. I'm dying. My bladder's going to explode.

RICHARD
I'm doing it. I'm doing it. I'm doing it. That's got it.


(THE KEY FINALLY TURNS IN THE LOCK AND THE DOOR OPENS)

PHILIPPA
Where's the light switch?

RICHARD
I don't know

FIONA
She said it was behind the door.

PHILIPPA
I can't feel it. Oh wait a minute here it is.


(THE LIGHTS COME UP)

PHILIPPA
God. It's a bit gothic isn't it. I thought it was new.

RICHARD
I never said it was new

FIONA
Which is the loo?

LEO
(POINTS) That one I reckon.

FIONA
I't'd better be.


(SHE DISAPPEARS INTO THE LOO)

FIONA
Thank God for that.


(AND SHUTS THE DOOR)

RICHARD
So. Here we are then at last. Looks alright doesn't it.

LEO
(UNSURE) Yeah i's alright.

RICHARD
Don't sound too enthusiastic.

LEO
Well i's bit old innit.

RICHARD
What do you mean?

LEO
Well, you know, old. 

RICHARD
It's got a bit of character.

LEO
Character - Yeah, I'll give it that. It's got plenty of character.

PHILIPPA
I like it.

LEO
Did I say I didn't like it?

PHILIPPA
They're never what you imagine are they - holiday places.

RICHARD
I think it's great. Look. It's got a terrific view of the harbour. Our own pool.

LEO
Pool? Where?

RICHARD
There.

LEO
Oh there. I fought that was the birdbath.

RICHARD
We've got it all to ourselves.

LEO
Just as well.

RICHARD
It's a perfectly good pool.

LEO
Of course it is. (BEAT) As long as we all stay vertical.

FIONNA
(FROM OFFSTAGE) There's no toilet paper.

RICHARD
Ah right. Toilet paper. Where do you think?

LEO
Gerona I reckon.

RICHARD
There's got to be some somewhere.

LEO
Maid service yer see. The first thing they do is nick the toilet paper.


(PHILIPPA IS OPENING CUPBOARDS)

PHILIPPA
Can't see any.

LEO
I tell yer mate. These maids go through these places like a plague of locusts. Anything not nailed down'll be on their mantlepiece by now.

FIONA
(FROM OFFSTAGE) Have you found any, yet?

LEO
Got any tissues, Phil?

PHILIPPA
I've run out.

LEO
Really. I can't believe that.(LOOKING IN PHILIPPA'S HANDBAG) You usually got enough drugs and tissues to keep Boots going for a week in 'ere. What is it with you women and tissues? I tell you Richard you wanna 'ave a look in 'ere. Like the bloody Tardis.

PHILIPPA
Do you mind, that's my handbag.

LEO
(TAKING OUT A PAPERBACK) Here we are look - just the thing - . Jackie Collins. What did you say Richard - 'not worth wiping yer arse on' -  (THROWING IT TO RICHARD) Now's yer chance ter try it.

PHILIPPA
Give me that


(PHILIPPA TAKES THE PAPERBACK AND HANDS It THROUGH THE DOOR TO FIONA)

PHILLIPA
Here you are.

FIONA
(FROM OFFSTAGE) What's this?

PHILIPPA
It's Jackie Collins.

RICHARD
Couldn't find any Jeffery Archer. It's the best we could do.

PHILIPPA
Can you just use up to page 27. It's as far as I got.

LEO
These women eh? Lucky we didn't go to Mexico. You should see some of them toilets in Mexico. You hold yer nose with one hand and fight the rats off with the other.

RICHARD
We didn't want to go to Mexico.

LEO
Easy. No problem. Spain's fine with me. I'm perfectly happy with Spain.

RICHARD
We can't afford Mexico.

LEO
I understand, I understand (PAUSE) Of course you wouldn't had to 'ave paid.  

RICHARD
That's not the point.

LEO
'Course there was all the food you could eat an' enough alcohol to give you cirrhosis by the second week. Plus   all those dusky Mexican tarts...

PHILIPPA
Shut up Leo.

LEO
I'm just saying.

PHILIPPA
Well just stop 'saying', alright. They like to pay their way. You should respect them for that.

LEO
I do, I do. 

PHILIPPA
(WITHOUT MALICE) Well shut up then, you ignorant git.

LEO
Talk dirty to me babe.

PHILIPPA
(GIVES HIM A LOOK OF 'WE ARE NOT AMUSED')

LEO
Not another word...

PHILIPPA
Which room do you want?

LEO
You 'ave the en suite one. Go on. We'll be alright. Wha's our one like, Phil?

PHILIPPA
(DOUBTFULLY) It's  a bit small.

FIONA
(ENTERING) At least there's water in the taps. We need to find a supermarket. 

RICHARD
You won't find much at this time of night.

FIONA
No. But first thing tomorrow...

LEO
I was just saying. You and Richard have the en suite. We'll manage.

FIONA
OK.

RICHARD
We don't mind.

FIONA
We'll have the en suite.

RICHARD
It doesn't matter.

FIONA
It does to me.

RICHARD
We haven't got one at home.

FIONA
No we haven't. That's why I want one on holiday.

LEO
Tha's that them. Me an' Phil'll manage.

RICHARD
They're used to en suite.

LEO
Listen - where I was brought up we had an outside privvy.

PHILIPPA
Rubbish.

LEO
We did. (BEAT) Well me Gran did.

PHILIPPA
Yes. Your Gran did. Your Gran did and you didn't. All this life of poverty crap - you lived in a bigger house than we did.

FIONA
.. and in a better area.

LEO
Some people like that sort a thing - I tell all the rich bastards about my outside privvy. I tell yer'. They lap it up.

FIONA
Well. You're talking to us now - we know you, alright. 

LEO
No secrets from family is there. I's a laugh, tha's all. You lot just don't know how to have fun.

FIONA
Exactly. That's why we're middle class - noone expects us to have fun. It's one of the perks (PAUSE) Shall we get the cases in.


(THEY CARRY THEIR CASES TO THEIR RESPECTIVE BEDROOMS. AFTER A PAUSE LEO EMERGES CARRYING A SIX PACK)

LEO
Alright, Alright. Keep yer hair on. Look I'm out 'ere - right out 'o your way. Cor blimey. Can't do nuthin' right, can yer.


(SITS DOWN ON THE SOFA AND OPENS A BEER. A SECOND LATER RICHARD EMERGES)

LEO
You too?

RICHARD
In the way.

LEO
Yeah, don't I bloody know it. 'ave a beer.

RICHARD
Is she alright?

LEO
Nah, she's never alright. She’s not been right for years.

RICHARD
Would she rather have gone somewhere else?

LEO
I tell yer, we coudda had two weeks on the moon and it wouldn't make a blind bit of difference. Nah. Wanted to be with 'er sister di'n't she. That's all she wants these days.

RICHARD
Might have preferred a bit of luxury.

LEO
Will you give yourself a break Richard. As long as I've got a few beers and a bit of sun, I am blissfully 'appy.

RICHARD
What about Philippa, though.

LEO
She likes a bit of luxury. But then yer gotta mix with all these rich  bastards. It's a bloody strain, I tell yer.

RICHARD
You won't have that trouble here.

LEO
I 'ave to perform like a trained monkey. They know I'm not one o' them. They all think I've won the lottery - that's the only way scum like me get to be rich innit. I's ironic - they're the ones who got given their money. I earned every last penny of mine.. every last bleedin' penny.

RICHARD
Just as long as you don't feel.. you know, you've missed out.

LEO
You worry too much mate.

RICHARD
It's what I'm good at.

LEO
Yeah, well, we've all got our  talents.


(LONG PAUSE)

RICHARD
God I am so tired. I can't remember ever being this tired. My eyes feel like they're pointing in different directions

LEO
You work too hard.

RICHARD
I don't. I do as little as I can get away with. And even that's too much. It'll take me a week to reenter the Earth's atmosphere.

LEO
I's the job. No way to make a living, I tell yer...

RICHARD
I haven't got a choice.

LEO
There's always a choice.

RICHARD
I mean, these kids these days they're so.. so.. I don't know. When I was at school we used to go out at lunchtime for a fag - this lot go out and blitzkreig Belgium. (PAUSE) D'you know, we had two of them who took orders in the morning, went shoplifting at lunchtime and then distributed the stuff in afternoon break.

LEO
Very enterprising.  

RICHARD
You're right. They were clever those two. It's the other ones, you know, the ones with that sort of dull insolent stare...  it's like looking in some great black void. The only thing that wakes them up is splatter films and computer games. Zombies. Dawn of the dead.

LEO
I was one of them once.

RICHARD
No you weren't.

LEO
I was. Nasty arrogant little git, I was. You'd 'ave hated me. No time for teachers see - stuck-up middle class twats. Can't do a proper job so they get a job keepin the mobs off the streets...

RICHARD
Feels like that sometimes.

LEO
Fing is. I was wrong. I see you and Fiona flogging yer guts out - kids not taking a blind bit of notice. And I think, yer there fer eleven years, why not get somethin' out of it. I coudda educated meself but I di'n'. Devoted all my energies into being a right pain in the arse. I mean I was a very expert pain in the arse - but tha's not the point. I told the boys - 'get somethin' out of it'. 18 grand a year they've bin costin' me. I told 'em, make the most of it or you'll be down the road at that.. at that..

RICHARD
'at that comprehensive' - You can say it. Being taught by people like me and Fiona.

LEO
Look - I'm not a snob. There's plenty of kids do alright comin' out of your place. It's just, well,  you know what our boys a' like - bound to get in with some right villains.

RICHARD
Someone like you, you mean.

LEO
Yeah. Someone like I was anyway. (PAUSE) 'Course, Phil didn't want 'em to go you know. Packin' 'em off for a term at a time. Tha's when the train started comin' off the rails. There's just her stuck in that bloody great house, me stuck the other end of the world. You seen The Shining?

RICHARD
Yeah

LEO
You know what I mean, then.

RICHARD
I haven't seen her running around with an axe.

LEO
Only 'cause I put a padlock on the shed, I tell yer.

RICHARD
She's a perfectly sane middle class housewife.

LEO
Tha's not sayin' a lot is it. Trouble wiv you lot, you spend too much time thinkin'. Never did anyone any good - thinkin'. Me. Put me 'ead on the pillow at night and I'm out like a light. Phil - she's wanderin' round  like 'amlet's ghost on speed 'alf the night.

RICHARD
You can do your best worrying at four o'clock in the morning.

LEO
Four o'clock in the morning. You don't wanna know about four o'clock in the morning. Four o'clock in the morning, it's j's' milkmen and the middle classes lyin' there worrying about global warmin'. I tell yer, there's not enough f'king hours in the day to worry about global warmin'. 


(PAUSE)

RICHARD
This isn't doing my mouth any good (REFERRING TO THE BEER). I've got a mouth full of ulcers as it is.(BEAT) Permanent headache. Can't eat, can't sleep. Which reminds me - it's nearly two o'clock. I should be lying awake worrying by now.

LEO
Give yerself a break mate. I should.

RICHARD
That's what we're here for isn't it?

LEO
Yeah. That's it. R&R that's what they called it in Vietnam wasn't it, the yanks. Just we don't get to shag any Chinese tarts. (BEAT) We don't get to shag any Chinese tarts, do we?

RICHARD
Not as such no.

LEO
Just checkin'. 

RICHARD
(STANDING TO GO) Nothing about Chinese tarts in the brochure anyway. Sounds alright to me though. I'll let you suggest it to the girls.

LEO
G'night Richard. Get a good sleep mate. Forget about the ozone layer. Concentrate on Chinese tarts. Very small Chinese tarts.

RICHARD
(TURNING BACK FROM THE BEDROOM) Do you know what the sad thing is - even if a dreamt about another woman. I couldn't do anything. Middle class inhibitions see

LEO
What - you don’t even get to dream about it?

RICHARD
No.

LEO
You're a hopeless bleedin' case, mate. Bugger off t'bed.

RICHARD
'night Leo.

LEO
Yeah. 'night Richard


(RICHARD EXITS. LEO FINISHES HIS BEER AND EXITS TURNING OFF THE LIGHT. THE ROOM IS MOONLIT. WE'RE AWARE OF A WHIRRING SOUND EMANATING FROM THE ANCIENT FRIDGE. AFTER A MOMENT WE HEAR A CHILD'S VOICE)

CHILD
Mummy, mummy. I don't know where I am. Mummy, I don't know where I am.


(PHILIPPA EMERGES FROM HER ROOM. SHE CAN 'SEE' THE CHILD IN CENTRE STAGE BUT WE CAN'T)

PHILIPPA
Who are you?

CHILD
I don't know where I am.

PHILIPPA
Where do you come from?

CHILD
I don't know.

PHILIPPA
Do you live round here? Are you in the wrong villa?

CHILD
I can't find my mummy. She's not here.

PHILIPPA
I don't understand, who you are.

CHILD
I've got to go. I'm late. (FADING) She'll wonder where I am. It's my birthday soon. I've got to go now. I've got to go.


(PHILIPPA SLOWLY EXITS. AFTER A PAUSE LIGHTS COME UP -  DAYLIGHT. PHILIPPA IS SEATED AND FIONA ENTERS FROM THE BEDROOM. THEY ARE DRESSED IN NIGHT-CLOTHES)

FIONA
Sleep alright?.

PHILIPPA
Sleep? Sleep? Now where have I heard that before? (PAUSE, THINKING) I must have slept though mustn't I?

FIONA
We shouldn't have come away should we - they'll never cope.

PHILIPPA
Who are we talking about here - mum and dad? Rebecca and Lucy? Matthew and Thomas?

FIONA
I think the girls prefer it when we're away.

PHILIPPA
Leo wanted to lock the boys out of the house.

FIONA
Where would they go?

PHILIPPA
God knows.

FIONA
Why?

PHILIPPA
Because... You know what they're like,  they'll fill the place with their friends, they'll take drugs, get drunk, drown in their own vomit...

FIONA
How would locking them out of the house help.

PHILIPPA
At least they wouldn't do it on the new carpet.(PAUSE) Do you know how much it cost? - 7000 quid.

FIONA
No?

PHILIPPA
Yes.

FIONA
It's not right is it?. Nobody can spend 7000 quid on a carpet. We bought 3 cars with 7000 quid.

PHILIPPA
I know.

FIONA
How can you spend 7000 quid on a carpet?

PHILIPPA
Just take Leo with you to buy it. It was a bargain though, so he says - knocked them down from 10.

FIONA
10,000 quid. You know we've both been working for 20 years and that's about all the money we've got saved. And you spend it on a carpet.

PHILIPPA
Surreal, isn't it.

FIONA
And that's why he was going to lock the boys out - to protect the carpet.

PHILIPPA
Not just the carpet. Those two, it's like having a pair of berserk aliens in the house. I told him not to send them to that school. I told him. Now they think the sun shines out of their bums. And Leo and I are just a couple of peasants. I mean Leo hates it. And their results were pathetic. I mean, what was it all for?  

FIONA
They seem alright to me.

PHILIPPA
We've spoilt them rotten haven't we? We've turned out two ungrateful little bastards.

FIONA
They're not.

PHILIPPA
They are. You know they are.

FIONA
At least you've got the money to spoil them. Our two have to get jobs in the summer. And do we ever hear the end of it? 'Why do we have to get jobs?', 'Why can't we get an allowance like Matthew and Thomas?' Why can't we have a car?' 

PHILIPPA
Sorry.

FIONA
It's not your fault.

PHILIPPA
We don't help though.

FIONA
They've got to learn..

PHILIPPA
Or they'll end up like my two.

FIONA
Your two aren't so bad. They're just teenagers. That's what teenagers are like. Rebecca and Lucy have got to learn money doesn't grow on trees. Just on Uncle Leo.

PHILIPPA
He earns it.

FIONA
I know. So do we. Never seem to see any of it though. It would be nice just to have a bit to spare. (PAUSE) Anyway it wasn't leaving the kids I was thinking about.

PHILIPPA
Mum and dad. 

FIONA
Who else? We should never have left them.

PHILIPPA
We couldn't exactly bring them with us.

FIONA
We shouldn't have come at all?

PHILIPPA
Of course we should.

FIONA
They can't cope.

PHILIPPA
So. They'll just be not coping without us there? What's the difference. They'll just have to whinge to each other for a change

FIONA
What if there's an emergency?

PHILIPPA
There's always an emergency. Every five minutes there's an emergency.

FIONA
That's why we should be there.

PHILIPPA
To do what?

FIONA
To bloody look after them, what do you think. It's alright for you. You hardly see them.

PHILIPPA
That's not fair.

FIONA
When did fair have to do with anything?

PHILIPPA
We see them all the time.

FIONA
Once a month.

PHILIPPA
That is all the time. (BEAT) Virtually. It's just so depressing..

FIONA
Oh you've noticed then.

PHILIPPA
We just don't get the time. If Leo's away all week you can't expect us to go traipsing down there every weekend.

FIONA
I have to.

PHILIPPA
You can just pop in and out.

FIONA
You can't just 'pop in and out'. You have to have a cup of tea. The world would end if we didn't have a cup of tea. 'Have some cake', 'I'm on a diet mother'. 'Nonsense you're wasting aware. 'I am not wasting away'. 'Yes you are. You're virtually anorexic'. Yeah, me and Pavarotti.

PHILIPPA
You're so good with them.

FIONA
Really. So how come they never stop talking about you. 'She sacrificed a lot to send those boys to public school'. That's Motherspeak for 'Why did you have to send the girls to that dreadful comprehensive'. 'Leo's got on in life' i.e. Why did you have to marry Richard when he's such a useless wanker..'

PHILIPPA
Mother. Say 'wanker'. I don't think so somehow.

FIONA
'Why did they have to abolish grammar schools'. I mean, for some reason, I am personally responsible for the abolition of grammar schools. And the downfall of Margaret Thatcher. And for people saying 'Fuck' on the telly.

PHILIPPA
That’s because you and mum are closer.

FIONA
Closer! - The only thing I have in common with my mother is a body like an East German shot-putter. Thanks a bundle mum.

PHILIPPA
You’ve always got on better, you and Richard.

FIONA
Poor Richard. You don't know what he has to put up with. She has an  infinite number of Motherspeak expressions for his total failure in life: 'He's not ambitious is he', 'He's not very forthcoming', 'So vulnerable to stress'. Whereas Leo, 'He came from such humble beginnings yet he's gone so far'.

PHILIPPA
Oh come on. She hates Leo. She hates everything about him. She couldn't say his name for five years. It was always, 'That Barrow Boy'. 'You're not bringing that barrow boy to tea, are you?'.'Does he have to leave that  Cortina on the drive? The neighbours'll think we’re starting a scrapyard.'

FIONA
That was a long time ago.

PHILIPPA
Before we got rich.

FIONA
Exactly. Now, of course, the man walks on water. 'He's bought Philippa a BMW for a runaround, so much safer than these bicycles you insist on riding'. Richard buys me a bike and he's turning into one of 'those ecology fanatics'. I wanted a bike.

PHILIPPA
She doesn't like either of us, not really, does she. And there's poor old dad stuck in that wheelchair getting tongue-lashed from dusk till dawn. He can't even escape to the garden shed anymore.

FIONA
He knows what's going on though.

PHILIPPA
'course he does. He used to be able to manage her - just. Now he's stuck in that chair, can't do anything for himself. And doesn't she make him suffer for it, poor old bugger. He should have just died shouldn't he, instead of all this hanging about.

FIONA
Should he?

PHILIPPA
I blame that bloody hospital - dragging him up to intensive care, sticking all those needles in him. He kept saying, 'Leave me alone. I just want to go to sleep'. Except he didn't mean sleep. We should have just pulled the plugs out.

FIONA
You don't think you're a bit overly sentimental about all this do you.

PHILIPPA
I didn't want him to die. I love my dad, but not like this. When I go, I want to go (SNAPPING HER FINGERS) Like that. Turn off the power and zonk, no more messing about. It's no life for him, is it? Can't even answer her back anymore. I didn't realise how much he used to keep her off our backs.

FIONA
He might get better.

PHILIPPA
He won't get better.

FIONA
You sound relieved.

PHILIPPA
I just don't want to see him like that.

FIONA
Anyway, he didn't die. He's still there. And they won't go anywhere where they can be looked after. They've got to keep the house so you and the boys can stay for Christmas.'So polite, those boys'

PHILIPPA
We'll be skiing.

FIONA
You’re always skiing.

PHILIPPA
You could come.

FIONA
You are joking.(PAUSE) Anyway, let’s not talk about them anymore. It's time we went and found that shop isn't it.

PHILIPPA
Did you hear anything in the night?

FIONA
Like what?

PHILIPPA
Voices.

FIONA
No. Why? - Did you?

PHILIPPA
Yes.

FIONA
What voices?

PHILIPPA
It doesn't matter. 


FIONA
People next door probably. Anyway, get some things on and we'll go to that shop. Can you remember where it was?

PHILIPPA
I think so

FIONA
You can drive?

PHILIPPA
Me.

FIONA
Yes. You're used to these silly jeep things

PHILIPPA
But I never drive when we're abroad.

FIONA
Then now's the time to start.

PHILIPPA
The Spaniards are terrible drivers. You drive.

FIONA
We could wake Leo up.

PHILIPPA
What and tell him that two grown women are incapable of driving a car for two miles without a man to show them how it's done.

FIONA
OK, OK, I'll do it. Just don't blame me when we end up wrapped round a tree.

PHILIPPA
If I end up in intensive care, just pull the plugs.


(THEY EXIT. ON THE BEACH. PHILIPPA AND FIONA ARE LYING DOWN ASLEEP. LEO AND RICHARD ARE SITTING UP)

LEO
I don't believe this.

RICHARD
Amazing isn't it.

LEO
We're lookin' at one of the seven wonders of the modern world. Well, fourteen it'd have to be wouldn't it.

RICHARD
From here to the horizon - nothing but semi-naked women.

LEO
I can see why you wanted to come here now - you dirty old bastard.

RICHARD
I told you the scenery was wonderful.

LEO
I never seen s'many tits out in one place in all my life. Gor blimey look at those. (PRETENDS TO CALL) Get yer clothes on Mrs, you're frightening the horses.

RICHARD
I should have brought my camera.

LEO
I'll bring me video tomorrow. You need a bit of bounce to give the full impact.

RICHARD
Better not let Philippa see you.

LEO
She don't care. Anyway it's natural i'n't. Why do I keep thinking about butterscotch jellies?

RICHARD
I still don't think she'd like it.

LEO
She's fast asleep. That's what she does these days - wander about all night and then dozes off every five minutes in the day. I told her - sleep at night, but she don't listen. Tha's women for you.

RICHARD
She's seeing ghosts.

LEO
An tha's Prozac for yer. Dunno why she takes it. Never cheers 'er up. Look. Look. Coming down from ten o'clock. You watch. It'll take 'em ten minutes to stop wobblin' when she sits down. Look at those bastards pretending not to look. (PRETENDS TO CALL) Your eyes'll be popping out of your sockets in a minute mate. (NORMAL VOICE) Look at 'im - is he readin' a book, is 'e buggery. He's oglin' the mammaries like the rest of us. I bet 'e's bin on that same page all week.




(RICHARD HAS GONE BACK TO READING HIS BOOK)

LEO
Come on, Richard. you're missin' all this.

RICHARD
Don't you find you lose interest a bit. As you get older?

LEO
Not me mate. Never.

RICHARD
I mean when you've been married a long time, don't you find..

LEO
I know what yer mean. I mean like i's alright once yer get on the motorway but it gets harder turning the engine over. If I was twenty years old, I tell yer', I wouldn't be allowed on this beach, not in swimming trunks, know what I mean. I mean I'd be laying on me front stuck there till sun goes down. They'd 'ave to drag me off under the cover of darkness. These days I don't get stood to attention from one week to the next.

RICHARD
Sad isn't it. You love your wife but you've been seeing that same body for twenty years..

LEO
I should be careful what you're saying.

RICHARD
They're asleep.

LEO
They got radar mate.

RICHARD
It's not right though is it - when you're forty five you should be fancying forty-five year old women.

LEO
I dunno how you can teach these sixteen year old girls. I'd be arrested.

RICHARD
You haven't seen the girls in our school. They go from 12 to 35 in about a week. They don't all look like that you know (NODDING TOWARDS ANOTHER WOMAN ON THE BEACH)

LEO
Just as well. Look at that now.

RICHARD
Where?

LEO
Jumping about in the waves. Have you ever seen a pair like that. Bouncin' about like a pair of beach balls. (PRETENDING TO CALL) You wanna restrain them, Mrs, you'll be dislodgin' the surfers. (NORMAL VOICE) S'no good I'm goin' to have to read me book. Calm meself down.


(THEY BOTH LIE DOWN AND READ THEIR BOOKS, AFTER A MOMENT PHILIPPA AND FIONA SIT UP)

FIONA
Doesn't it bother you?

PHILIPPA
(DISDAINFULLY) What him? (PAUSE) Of course it bothers me. I live with a forty three year old adolescent. What can you do? He's not going to change. Too late for that.

FIONA
I don't think we should come to the beach anymore, it's too depressing. All this anorexic female flesh. I'm probably the fattest person on this beach.

PHILIPPA
Don't be silly.

FIONA
Show me someone fatter then.

PHILIPPA
That woman over there.

FIONA
Where?

PHILIPPA
Over the there. The fat one.

FIONA
Her. She's about 20 stone.

PHILIPPA
Well.

FIONA
I'm not that bad. I'm still the fattest apart from her. (BEAT) And her husband (BEAT) And her kids. I mean, look at that one over there - why can't I be like her.

PHILIPPA
She's about 12 years old.

FIONA
I want to be 12 years old. I don't want to be forty. I want to be a skinny anorexic teenager.

PHILIPPA
No you don't.

FIONA
I do. I mean I do everything right. I eat properly, I go to aerobics, I don't drink alcohol. Look at me. I could get a job as a beach umbrella.

PHILIPPA
For God's sake woman. You don't look forty. You've got a great body considering...

FIONA
Ah well, yes, that's it isn't it - considering. That's the word. Considering your age. Considering your body's been blown up like a Sumo wrestler's - twice.


(PAUSE)

PHILIPPA
Fee

FIONA
Yes. (PAUSE) What?

PHILIPPA
You know that kid?

FIONA
What kid?

PHILIPPA
The one in the villa last night.

FIONA
The one you dreamt about.

PHILIPPA
It wasn't a dream.

FIONA
It was a dream.

PHILIPPA
It didn't feel like a dream. I didn't sleep last night.

FIONA
You just think you didn't sleep.

PHILIPPA
She was standing there. It was.. as real as you are now. And the way she spoke...

FIONA
Perhaps it was a ghost..

PHILIPPA
That's not what it felt like.

FIONA
I was joking.

PHILIPPA
I wasn't.

FIONA
Ghosts don't exist.

PHILIPPA
Well, if it was a dream, I've never had one like it before.

FIONA
All I ever dream about is class loads of kids who won't do what I tell them. Then I wake up, go to school and teach class loads of kids who won't do what I tell them. It's just a dream in the night. In the day, it's a bloody nightmare.

PHILIPPA
I'm not joking about this.

FIONA
It's getting to you, isn't it?

PHILIPPA
I don't know why.

FIONA
You'll have to drink more wine - be like those two - comatose. I'll bet Leo doesn't see ghosts.

PHILIPPA
He doesn't see much after 2 bottles of wine - especially the toilet. The one thing you can say about my husband - he doesn't suffer from a surplus of imagination. Leo. Leo. Wake up. You're going to burn.

LEO
What's happening? What's happening. I dreamt I was in a land of half-naked women. Wait a minute - I am in a land of half naked women. Pinch me darling.

PHILIPPA
I'll punch your bloody lights out. (PAUSE) Fee thinks she's fat. She's not is she.

LEO
What Fee? Fat? Nah. Not at all. She's a lovely figure. (PAUSE) Was that the right answer.

PHILIPPA
It was. But it isn't anymore.

FIONA
Doesn't matter.

LEO
I tell yer, you're the two best lookin' women on this beach.

PHILIPPA
Bollocks.

LEO
On my life. I 'aven't even noticed all these tits on the beach. Especially the pair on her - I particularly 'aven't noticed them.

PHILIPPA
Pathetic isn't it? Just go back to sleep, Leo. Why couldn't I have married someone with a brain.

LEO
(LAYING BACK) What good's a brain ever done anyone?

PHILIPPA
The sad thing is, he's right.


(FADE. BACK AT THE VILLA. FIONA IS ON HER OWN. SHE PICKS UP THE MOBILE PHONE AND DIALS)

FIONA
Hello Dad, it's me Fiona..


Fiona..



I am on holiday. With Leo and Philippa..


Yes. And Richard..


You don't have to shout..


I said you don't have to shout. Is everything alright?..


No. We won't be coming round today. We're in Spain..


No. It's Leo's mobile phone..


Yes..


No, I don't know how much it costs. It doesn't matter..


(WEARILY) Yes I know he's got more money than sense. How's mum?..


Well tell her to stop - what's she doing..


Tell her to stop and call a plumber..


No I don't know any. Look in Yellow Pages..


He won't..


He won't rob you..


Because if he did, the police would  look him up in Yellow Pages and go and arrest him..


No we can't, Dad. We're in Spain..


No..


Because they're here. On holiday. With us. I told you..


Look. If it's not completely blocked leave it till we get home and Richard'll have a look. You haven't told me how mum is..


Yes I know..


Just try to ignore her..


I know it's not easy, dad..



We can't be there all the time..



We can't come round..


Yes, we've already talked about the sink..


Yes. Call a plumber. And Mum's alright is she?..


I'm sure she hasn't..


Why would she hide it?..


Well don't keep changing the channels, then..


I'm sure she hasn't hidden it. It's probably slid done the back of the sofa..


No I can't. We're in Spain..


I'm not being irritable.. 


It doesn't cost you anything. I rang you, remember..



Yes, on Leo's mobile phone..


They're here, with us, on holiday..



Look I had better go. I don't want to run up Leo's bill. I call you again in couple of days..




Alright. In a couple of days..


In Yellow Pages..


Yeah, bye Dad. Take care.. 


(DISCONNECTS PHONE)


Oh bugger, bugger, bugger, bugger.

PHILIPPA
(ENTERING) Everything OK.

FIONA
I got annoyed. I tried not to. He shouts. I mean, you've got to haven't you, we are in Spain, it's a long way.

PHILIPPA
Trying aren't they.

FIONA
Mum's hidden the remote control. And she's currently under the sink trying to dismantle the U bend.

PHILIPPA
They should call a plumber.

FIONA
(STRIKES HER FOREHEAD. IN A THICK VOICE)Dor! Why didn't I think of that?

PHILIPPA
Sorry.

FIONA
They don't know any plumbers, do they. And they can't get one from Yellow Pages because Yellow Pages are infested with muggers and rapists. And the worst thing is, not only do they mug and rape, they charge a fortune for coming out and doing it.

PHILIPPA
They've got plenty of money.

FIONA
I know. (RANTING) But money's not for spending is it. You got to squirrel it away somewhere for ten years so you don't pay 50p in tax. Meanwhile my mothers' under the sink getting showered with greasy teabags and shouting at my dad for being a useless cripple and we're out here laying in the sun instead of staying at home and helping them to be miserable. So why don't we all go out and shoot our bloody selves (PAUSE) I feel better for that.

PHILIPPA
I don't.

FIONA
You should try it some time. We all need a bloody good rant every now and again.

PHILIPPA
I don't know how.

FIONA
Just say everything you feel like saying. Doesn't matter if it's true or not.

PHILIPPA
It's just make me feel worse.

LEO
(ENTERING WITH RICHARD) Everyfin' alright then.

PHILIPPA
No.

LEO
I wouldn't bother to ring 'em up.

FIONA
They're not your parents. 

LEO
Go round with a couple of pillows. Tha's the best thing.

PHILIPPA
That's your answer to everything isn't it - go round with a couple of pillows. I notice you don't suggest smothering your mother.

LEO
She's not a miserable old cow, is she? How is Joy by the way?

FIONA
Going round the bend - slowly.

RICHARD
There's been a few times when we've felt like murdering them. Most weekends in fact.

PHILIPPA
(TO LEO) You've never liked my parents, have you?

LEO
I luv ‘em. An’ I luv ‘em even more when they’re 2000 miles away. I mean, face it, they've 'ad it, aven't they. They've 'add a good innings'. Now's the time to put 'em out of their misery. I mean when a dog's past it, you don't keep it goin' do yer'. Yer put it in sack with a couple o' bricks and see if it floats.

PHILIPPA
I seem to remember having to take Candy to the vets to have him put down 'cause a certain person didn't have the heart.

LEO
I was away.

PHILIPPA
You weren't away.

LEO
Must 'ave bin.

PHILIPPA
You were in the shed, crying your eyes out.

LEO
It's that creosote.

RICHARD
Anyway. It doesn't matter does it. We can't put them down. They've got to keep going to the bitter end and we've got to do what we can. We're on holiday, OK, let's just forget about them. Let's get the barbecue going. Take our minds off thing.

LEO
She was a lovely dog, Candy..

PHILIPPA
Oh God, here we go.

LEO
I'm all upset now, just thinkin' about her. Poor old Candy. Poor old Candy.

RICHARD
Fancy a beer.

LEO
(INSTANTLY REVIVED, RUBBING HIS HANDS) Yes. Let's have a beer.(EXITING WITH RICHARD. AMERICAN OR AUSTRALIAN ACCENT) Let's get those steak sizzlin' and those beers bubblin'

FIONA
The sensitivity of men - brings a tear to your eye doesn’t it? 


(LIGHTS FADE TO NIGHTTIME. ENTER PHILIPPA)

EMMA
Are you my mother?

PHILIPPA
No.

EMMA
You look like my mother.

PHILIPPA
Where is she?

EMMA
I don't know.

PHILIPPA
What about your father?

EMMA
He didn't want me.

PHILIPPA
So you're on your own.

EMMA
Yes. It's not fair is it. Other people have mums and dads. Why can't I have a mum or dad.

PHILIPPA
Are you on holiday?

EMMA
I don't have holidays. I don't have anything.

PHILIPPA
I still don't understand who you are.

EMMA
You've forgotten me.

PHILIPPA
No. I remember you from before.

EMMA
Last night.

PHILIPPA
Was it last night?

EMMA
See. You don't even remember.

PHILIPPA
I'm sorry. Do you need help?

EMMA
No. I just don't want people to forget me.

PHILIPPA
I'm sure they won't.

EMMA
They already have. Like you. You don't even know my name.

PHILIPPA
Why would I know your name?

EMMA
You of all people should know my name.

PHILIPPA
I don't understand why.

EMMA
You don't understand anything do you?


(PHILIPPA EXITS. LIGHTS COME UP. RICHARD AND LEO ARE SEATED DRINKING BEER)

RICHARD
Leo.

LEO
Yeah.

RICHARD
When you're in South Africa. Do you.. do you have affairs with other women?

LEO
What's she been saying?

RICHARD
Nothing. I just wondered..

LEO
No, I don't, as a matter of fact. I wouldn't do that to Phil. It's not right is it? Nah you wouldn't catch me havin' affairs with women. (BEAT) I slept with a few though.

RICHARD
Isn't that what having affairs is?

LEO
Nah. (FURTIVELY) They're not about are they?

RICHARD
They're shopping.

LEO
Nah. Havin' affairs is a different thing altogether. Buyin' another woman flowers, takin' 'em to dinner, tha's havin' an affair.

RICHARD
And you don't do that.

LEO
Well yeah, but only because you've got to. I mean, the women I deal with are sophisticated. You can't just buy 'em a couple of lagers and then invite 'em upstairs for a shag. Nah, you have to buy 'em few flowers, nice dinner, brandy an' that..

RICHARD
And then take them upstairs for a shag.

LEO
Ultimately, yes. Fee ask you to grill me, did she?

RICHARD
No. Well yes actually. But don't worry, I won't tell her anything.

LEO
No point in creatin' a lot of unnecessary heartache is there? She's got enough of that already. 

RICHARD
I'll tell Fiona you're not having an affair then. (BEAT) Just a few shags.

LEO
No.

RICHARD
I'm joking.

LEO
You worry me sometimes. (PAUSE) Actually, if I’m honest, I don’t get up to much these days. Shine’s got out of it. Gettin’ old d’yer reck’n? I miss her, stuck out there. I’s a big adventure when you’re young. Older yer get, the more you wanna be home.

RICHARD
Are we talking South Africa here or other women?

LEO
Richard, I’m a working-class man - I don't even know what a metaphor is, mate. (PAUSE) Anyway you must’ve had a bit on the side

RICHARD
I wouldn't think of it. I'd never betray my wife. (BEAT) Besides, I never get the chance.

LEO
I fink your wife'd be very pleased to know that - the only reason you don't get yer end away is 'cause you never run into anybody worth shagging. I fink she'd find that very reassuring.

RICHARD
I didn't mean that.

LEO
Nah. Gave yerself away a bit there, Rich. Still I know yer a good boy really.

RICHARD
How.

LEO
School teacher intcha. 

RICHARD
So.

LEO
Well. They don't get up to much do they teachers.

RICHARD
How do you know?

LEO
Obvious innit. Gotta set an example to the morons. Lads, this is what you should aspire to - a life of semi-respectable poverty goin' round old museums every Sunday pretendin' they're interestin'.

RICHARD
They are interesting.

LEO
Cobblers - they're just dusty old cases full of scrap iron.

RICHARD
Museums are not like that any more.

LEO
Yeah. Now they've got some old unemployed git standin' around pretendin' 'e's a Nineteenth century farm labourer. Well 'e don't fool me. What about that place you took us to?

RICHARD
It's a fascinating historical site.

LEO
Is that what it was? There's me thinkin' i's a pile of old rocks in the middle of nowhere. Look at this hole in the ground dear, fascinatin' isn't it. That's a Roman kharzi, that is. Who gives a monkeys?

RICHARD
Why do you always pretend you're this great philistine?

LEO
She's in East Enders isn't she, Phylis Stine...

RICHARD
You don't fool anybody you know. Well - you don't fool us. You're just like us really. In fact you're worse - putting your kids through private school. You read the Times, you read books..

LEO
..Spot the Dog - I remember that one.

RICHARD
You are a fully paid up member of the middle classes and you know it. You went to the theatre a week ago.

LEO
Yeah well. It said 'This play contains scenes of nudity'. Di'n't mention it was nude bloody men did they. If I 'ad that sort of tackle, I'd keep it to meself. Talk about 2 sprouts and a chipolata.

RICHARD
You enjoyed every minute of it.

LEO
I was asleep.

RICHARD
I can't see what's wrong with being middle class. The kids in our school, the middle class ones are nice hard working kids..

LEO
..That's classist, that is..

RICHARD
..it's just their parents that are a shower of bastards.

LEO
They 'ated it when I visited them, at school, my boys. Right ashamed of me they was..

RICHARD
No wonder. You borrowed a bloody Lada to go there..

LEO
Only once. The BMW was in the garage.

RICHARD
And your best oil-changing sheepskin jacket.

LEO
Nice touch you gotta admit. I wanted Phil to bleach her hair but she wouldn’t. 

RICHARD
Your boys probably suffered hell because of that.

LEO 
Good. They’ve turned into snobs, the pair of them. Talk about the idle rich. When I'm down in South Africa I work 17 hours a day, 7 days a week just so they can sit about in their bedrooms smokin' dope. There's something wrong. They should be like your girls...

RICHARD
They've got their problems.

LEO
You don't know you're born.

RICHARD
They're not so..

LEO
I've got boys hallucinatin' on magic mushrooms and me wife seein' ghostly visions. I always said our place looked like a mental asylum. I've got the loonies, now all I need is the sign. 


(LEO WANDERS OUT. ENTER PHILIPPA SPEAKING ON THE MOBILE PHONE)

PHILIPPA
Hello..


Hello. Who is this?.. 


Have I got the wrong number?


772134..



Who am I speaking to please?


Kevin who..


Look is Thomas or Matthew there?..


Thomas or Matthew..


Look if you don't know them, what are you doing in my house?..


Yes my house..




I don't know anybody called Will.  Oh wait, Will from Sevenoaks.


Yes..



Can I speak to him..


Well when will he be back..


Just ask if there's someone called Matthew or Thomas in the house..


Yes, thank you..



(PAUSE)



Hello Thomas..


You're not Thomas..


Thomas Doubleday..


I need to speak to Thomas. Thomas Keene..


Well can you get him to the phone..


Yes. Please..



(PAUSE)


Thomas. I have just spoken to two people in my house. They don't know who we are. They don't even know who you are..


We said no parties..


How many..


25 people is a party. Anyway they should all be gone by now. You don't know these people, Thomas. They could be stealing things. Your dad'll go mad.


I've got to tell him..


Look. I want them all out by tonight. I'm going to ring first thing tomorrow and if I get a stranger answering, Dad and I will be on the next flight home..


No..


Well alright Will can stay..


No not Jenny. Definitely not Jenny. How long has she been there..


Where's she sleeping..


Well what about her parents..


If she says she's at Hannah's that's where should be..



I want them all out..


Thomas..


Thomas..


Thomas..


Shit. What's the matter with this phone.

LEO
(REENTERS) Everything alright? 

PHILIPPA
Yes.

LEO
They're not getting up to anything are they.

PHILIPPA
No.

LEO
That's a first then.

PHILIPPA
You always think the worst of your children don't you.

LEO
Saves time.

PHILIPPA
They're just young. They don't know where they're going.

LEO
Where they're going is out on the street in a cardboard box when I get home. I'm not keepin' 'em anymore.

PHILIPPA
Yes, let's throw them out, so we won't know where they are, whether they're alive or dead, whether they're freezing to death.

LEO
They need a lesson.

PHILIPPA
We all need a bloody lesson.

LEO
I'm not havin' 'em sponging off me for the rest of me' life


(LEO MOVES TOWARDS THE DOOR TO THE POOL)


LEO
It's ‘cause you wait on them hand and foot,they think they’re bloody royalty.

PHILIPPA
At least they know I exist.

LEO
They know I exist annall  -  I’m the wallet remember? Stick a card up me arse and our comes the money. Anyway I can't be bothered with this.


(LEO SLIDES OUT OF THE DOOR)

PHILIPPA
And don't keep walking away when I'm talking to you. (EXITING) They're your bloody children too.


(AFTER A MOMENT ENTER FIONA)

FIONA
What was that all about?

RICHARD
The boys.

FIONA
Again.

RICHARD
Makes you wonder - maybe we've done something right. I mean we don't know what the girls are up to but at least we can trust them.

FIONA
Maybe.

RICHARD
I think we can.

FIONA
Wait till one of them gets pregnant.

RICHARD
Pregnant.

FIONA
Yes, pregnant

RICHARD
I didn't think they..

FIONA
Of course they do.

RICHARD
God - imagine having Ben as a son-in-law. (PAUSE) Anyway, they're not going to get pregnant..

FIONA
How do you know?

RICHARD
Because they're sensible.

FIONA
You've checked have you - that they're being sensible..

RICHARD
Rebecca's got three As.

FIONA
I can't believe you just said that.


She hasn't got an A in contraception has she. She didn't have the first idea.

RICHARD
I bet they're not even sleeping together.

FIONA
They're 18 (COMING A SITTING BESIDE RICHARD) Richard, I know it was a long time ago, but can you remember what you were like when you were eighteen.

RICHARD
No.

FIONA
Well I can. When you're eighteen, it’s all you think about.

RICHARD
Not like now.

FIONA
Exactly.

RICHARD
Too tired. Too depressed. (PAUSE) They are sensible aren't they?

FIONA
No. Well, they weren't. But they are now. I made bloody sure of that.

RICHARD
You didn’t tell me.

FIONA
You didn’t ask.

RICHARD
Where do they...?

FIONA
I don’t know. I don’t follow them about.

RICHARD
And we’ve left them at home, on their own - all those beds.

FIONA
When you’re 18, Richard, you don’t need a bed.

RICHARD
Whereas now, I need a bed, 12 hours sleep and a day off work to recover.


(THEY CUDDLE ON THE SOFA AS PHILIPPA AND LEO PASS BEHIND THEM STILL ARGUING)

PHILIPPA
Well what do you want me to do - go back and sort them out.

LEO
You're the one who let's them do what they want.

PHILIPPA
Me. God. I have to show them photos so they can remember what you look like.

LEO
Maybe you'd rather I was on the dole.

PHILIPPA
Maybe I would. At least I'd see you

LEO
Alright. I'll jack it in then.

PHILIPPA
Do that.

LEO
Right I bloody will. I bloodywell will.


(THEY EXIT)

FIONA
I think they're getting on better now  don't you. I mean that's only four rows in a week. (BEAT) Perhaps we should be having more rows.

RICHARD
Too tired, too depressed.

FIONA
There are people who have terrible arguments and end up having mad passionate sex.

RICHARD
Where?

FIONA
I dunno. They're always doing it on the telly though.

RICHARD
It's a media myth.

FIONA
Sometimes I wonder if anyone over forty anywhere is having sex any more.

RICHARD
We have sex.

FIONA
When?

RICHARD
All the time. Oh no, I'm getting mixed up. I was thinking of cocoa. That's what we have all the time.

FIONA
Not the same though is it?

RICHARD
Isn't it? No. Not quite such hard work is it.

FIONA
I don't want to be middle aged. I don't remember agreeing to be middle aged - nobody asked me

RICHARD
Me neither. Bastards.

FIONA
Shall we go to bed now.

RICHARD
No (PAUSE) Why, do you want to?

FIONA
Me? No.

RICHARD
We could though.

FIONA
I thought you didn't want to.

RICHARD
I don't. But we might as well. Strike while the iron is hot.

FIONA
I didn't know the iron was hot.

RICHARD
It isn't. It's sort of lukewarm.

FIONA
Strike while the iron is lukewarm.

RICHARD
Yeah, why not? Better than nothing.

FIONA
But we haven't had an argument.

RICHARD
I don't think I could manage both.

FIONA
Too tired.

RICHARD
Too depressed.


(LEO AND PHILIPPA PASS THROUGH AGAIN)

PHILIPPA
I didn't want them to go to that school in the first place.

LEO
Yes you did.

PHILIPPA
I didn't. You know I didn't.

LEO
You wanted it as much as I did.

PHILIPPA
I didn't want my children stuck in some dormitory crying their eyes out because they missed me.

LEO
They missed me too.

PHILIPPA
They’re used to that. They’ve spent their whole lives missing you.

LEO
You don't want me earning money but you don't mind spending it. Anyway it was a bloody good school.

PHILIPPA
It was a bloody expensive school.

LEO
That's all you think about?

PHILIPPA
All I think about. You're the one making us walk round the house in pitch darkness just to save a couple of quid on light bulbs.

LEO
Can you blame me. I tell yer. There's ships out there using our place as a lighthouse.

PHILIPPA
I don't like the dark.

LEO
When was it ever dark? They turn the lights off too you know, those switches.

PHILIPPA
I’ll sit in the dark shall I? That’ll make you happy will it?


(THEY EXIT)

FIONA
They're running out of steam now.

RICHARD
So am I.

FIONA
Not yet you're not.

RICHARD
It's not my birthday, is it?  


(SHE DRAGS HIM INTO THE BEDROOM. FADE TO NIGHT EMMA IS BACK TALKING TO PHILIPPA)

EMMA
I heard you arguing.

PHILIPPA
Yes, well, people do that, when they're married. Don't your parents argue..

EMMA
I told you. I haven't got any parents.

PHILIPPA
You must have. Everybody has.

EMMA
Do you think I'd be here if a I had parents?

PHILIPPA
Why do you only come here at night?

EMMA
I don't know.

PHILIPPA
What about the day? Where are you in the day?

EMMA
I don't know. I don't remember

PHILIPPA
Can everybody see you?

EMMA
What do you mean?

PHILIPPA
Am I the only one who can see you?

EMMA
Of course not. You're just being stupid.

PHILIPPA
I thought if you were a ..

EMMA
.. were a what?

PHILIPPA
A ghost.

EMMA
Is that what you think I am?

PHILIPPA
I don't know.

EMMA
Don't be so fucking stupid.

PHILIPPA
I'm sorry. I just don't understand.

EMMA
You know what I am. You know who I am. You just need to open your eyes.


(DAYTIME. PHILIPPA AND FIONA ARE TALKING)

FIONA
Maybe we should research this place. I mean. It is a bit weird isn't it. It's at least a hundred years old.

PHILIPPA
Do you really think so?

FIONA
At least. Perhaps there was some terrible incident...

PHILIPPA
.. or maybe we're just being scared away by an evil drug smuggling corporation. Oh no that was Scooby-Doo wasn’t it.

FIONA
Well you're the one saying it's not a dream. And assuming we're not being visited by some ten-year-old psychopath it’s got to be something hasn’t it? (PAUSE) Look, if it's not a dream, why don't you come and get me. Let me see her.

PHILIPPA
I never think to. It just doesn't occur to me.

FIONA
Because you're dreaming.

PHILIPPA
No. I'm awake. And she's there.

FIONA
Maybe it's the Prozac.

PHILIPPA
Making me psychotic you mean.

FIONA
No. Just blurring the edges a bit.

PHILIPPA
Thanks.

FIONA
I'm just trying to help.

PHILIPPA
By suggesting I'm going barmy.

FIONA
No. Look I don't know what to say. You don't want to think it's a ghost. You say it's not a dream. What do you want me to think - that she's real. I'm running out of ideas.

PHILIPPA
So am I.


(FIONA APPROACHES PHILIPPA)

FIONA
Do you want to go home.

PHILIPPA
No.

FIONA
It might just be this place, you know, the vibes.

PHILIPPA
Oh yes. Very sixties.

FIONA
It might be.

PHILIPPA
Yes, but what if it isn't. What if, when I get home, she's still there. What do I do then?

FIONA
(CUDDLING PHILIPPA) I don't know darling I really don't.

PHILIPPA
I'm so tired. I just want to go to bed and sleep forever.

FIONA
Don't say that.

PHILIPPA
I don't know what to do. Somebody tell me what to do. Please.

EMMA
(VOICE ONLY. FADING) Mummy. Mummy Mummy.

(FADE. END OF ACT ONE)

ACT TWO


(AT NIGHT. PHILIPPA
IS SITTING WITH HER HEAD IN HER HANDS) 

EMMA
You've been crying.

PHILIPPA
(WIPING AWAY THE TEARS) I haven't.

EMMA
What's the matter?

PHILIPPA
Nothing. You weren't here yesterday. I thought you'd gone.

EMMA
You'd like it if I was gone, wouldn't you.

PHILIPPA
No.

EMMA
Are you frightened?

PHILIPPA
No.

EMMA
They think I'm a ghost don't they.

PHILIPPA
I don't know. Yes - I suppose they do. Either that or..

EMMA
Or what?

PHILIPPA
Or you're in here (POINTING TO HER HEAD)

EMMA
You shouldn't let them think I'm a ghost.

PHILIPPA
I don't.

EMMA
Why do they think that then?

PHILIPPA
I can’t tell them what to think can I? I’ve said you're not a dream.

EMMA
(SARCASTICALLY) Thanks.

PHILIPPA
But you're not real either are you?

EMMA
Of course I'm real.

PHILIPPA
I'm the only one who ever sees you.

EMMA
I wouldn't be standing here if I wasn't real.

PHILIPPA
I know. It's just.. Can I ask you something?

EMMA
What?

PHILIPPA
When we go home - will you still be there?

EMMA
You ask some stupid questions, don't you?

PHILIPPA
I'm sorry, I don't mean to.

EMMA
Anyway, how do I know who you are - you could be a ghost, you could be a dream. See. You don't like it when I say that do you. How do you think I feel?

PHILIPPA
I don't know Emma. I don't know..


(THE FOUR CHARACTERS ARE LYING AROUND THE LIVING ROOM)

LEO
I've never read so many books in my whole life.

RICHARD
How many's that then?

LEO
Two.

PHILIPPA
Better be careful - eyesight'll be going next.

LEO
If it is, it won't be through reading books.

FIONA
Whatever sort of conversation we have, you always bring it round to sex, don't you.

LEO
(PRETENDING HURT) No I don't. I'm quite capable of having a conversation about other things.

FIONA
Such as?

LEO
Football..

FIONA
And that's it is it - football?

LEO
I'm just thinking.

FIONA
You're forty-three years old man, you must have something else to think about than football and sex.

LEO
Oh yeah, I remember, now - ancient archaeological sites. Tha's my uva main interest. It must be. I mean I've spent 'alf me holiday walkin' round the bloody things so I must be enamoured with 'em, mustn't I. I know, why don't we fit in another dozen or so before we go home.

PHILIPPA
There's only four days..

RICHARD
Four days. I can't believe there's only four days left. I'll be back at school in a week (THEATRICALLY BANGING HIS HEAD AGAINST THE PILLOW) oh no, no, no, no.

FIONA
It's not that bad.

RICHARD
It is. It is. You seem to forget we're going to live under the pitiless regime of Vlad the Impaler.

PHILIPPA
Who's Vlad the Impaler.

FIONA
The new Principal - Mrs Hargreaves. She came and gave us a talk at the end of term.

RICHARD
We're doomed, doomed..

FIONA
We're doomed, apparently? I didn't think she was that bad...

RICHARD
Yes she was. She was a walking compendium of management claptrap. She used the word empowerment 6 times - I counted 'em. 6 times.

FIONA
You just ignore it.

RICHARD
(IMITATING)'We've got take on board the upcoming challenges of the 21st century'. I don't want to take on the challenges of the 21st century. I'm having enough trouble with the ones we’ve got now, the main one of which is: how to get to 3.15 Friday with a few shreds of sanity..

FIONA
We've got an expression for new headteachers. This is our fourth one by the way..

RICHARD
S.S.D.S.

PHILIPPA
What's S.S.D.S.

FIONA
Same Shit, Different Shovel.

LEO
You two should get out of that job.

FIONA
You get used to it.

LEO
You get used to sticking lobsters up yer arse if you do it for long enough.

FIONA
Is that supposed to mean something?

RICHARD
We're too old.

PHILIPPA
Go to another school.

RICHARD
S.S.D.S.

LEO
I could get you a job.

RICHARD
I refuse to make my living selling cigarettes to children.

LEO
It's not just children..

RICHARD
I refuse to sentence children to a slow lingering death from Lung Cancer. A slow lingering death from lung cancer is too good for the bastards - I'd impale them on a spike.

PHILIPPA
That's not a very positive attitude..

RICHARD
You're right. It's not. Because their parents would just keep having more of the little bastards. We can't just murder the children we need to sterilise the parents at the same time. You should hear them, they come charging into school with a baby on each arm, fag hanging out of their mouth,(HIGH PITCHED VOICE) 'My Jason said he hit 'is fist wiv' 'is ead. He din' do nuffin'. (LOW VOICE) 'But Mrs Ratbag we have security videos showing Jason stabbing the boy to death'. (HIGH PITCHED VOICE) 'Cor ave yer, can we borrow it for 'You've Been Framed''.

PHILIPPA
I don't think we should talk about September. Let's just enjoy the last couple of days shall we? Come for a swim with me Leo.

LEO
What, in the pool?

PHILIPPA
Yes.

LEO
Both of us?

PHILIPPA
Yes.

LEO
At the same time?

RICHARD
It's not that bloody small.

PHILIPPA
(EXITING) Maybe if we put on plenty of suntan lotion.

LEO
(EXITING) Yeah but if one of us breathes in, the other one'll go shootin' over the shrubbery.

RICHARD
(CALLING AFTER) It's not that bloody small.(NORMALLY) It's not that small.

FIONA
Don't take it so personally, Richard.  They're just winding you up. (EXITING TO THE POOL) Room for one more? - I'll bring the shoe horn shall I?

RICHARD
(SHOUTING) It's not that bloody small.   


(EXIT RICHARD. AFTER A PAUSE ENTER FIONA AND LEO DRYING THEMSELVES AFTER A SWIM).

FIONA
I just don't know how you can do it?

LEO
I just don't think about it.

FIONA
How can you not think about it?

LEO
Easy. Look. (POINTS TO HIS HEAD) I'm not thinking about it.

FIONA
You must have some sort of conscience..

LEO
Why?

FIONA
Everybody has.

LEO
The way I see it is - it's every man for himself. That's the way the world works. I mean, people like you, you worry about everything, but what difference does that make. You see some kid on the street beggin' and straight away, you're shelling out money.

FIONA
What's wrong with that?

LEO
What's wrong with that is that as long as people like you keep given people like 'im money, i's goin' ter keep 'im begging on the streets instead of getting off his arse and getting a job.

FIONA
It's not as simple as that. Anyway we were talking about you. You always manage to evade the issue don't you..

LEO
You school teachers never give up, do yer. Look. Billions of people in this world smoke. You put on the packet 'Smoking Kills'. I mean you can't say clearer than that can you. If you put 'Light one of these up and it'll blow half yer face off', half of 'em would  still light up wouldn't they. They say (THICK VOICE) 'Oh I didn't think they meant my face. I fought they meant somebody else's'. You could put a health warnin' on a land mine and some bastards'd still step on it.

FIONA
People get addicted to cigarettes they can't help it.

LEO
It doesn’t just happen you know. You don’t suddenly say,’Blimey I’m addicted to fags’. It takes years to start smokin'. I mean, i's not as if it does anything for yer is it. Don't give you a buzz - nuffin'. You gotta spend years forcin' yerself to puff on 'em before you get to like 'em. You cannot stop people from doing stupid things..

FIONA
But you can make money out of them though. You're organising these concerts and doling out the free cigarettes. You are making them smoke.

LEO
Don' 'ave to smoke to get in. Noone's forcin' 'em. Listen, when you're teachin' health education lessons, or whatever you call it these days, how many of 'em take a blind bit of notice'

FIONA
Some of them.

LEO
You're not that sure though are yer?

FIONA
No.

LEO
What we're dealin' wiv 'ere Fee is  lemmings. Yer can stand there wringin' yer hands, watchin' 'em jump off the cliff. Or.. you can put up a little platform and charge people to watch 'em jump. So. Things are no worse then they were before and you've made a few quid.(EXITING) I's called business..

FIONA
It's called exploitation. And you know exactly what it is. That's why you're walking away

LEO
(EXITING) Don't worry, i's not me conscience botherin' me, i's me bladder.


(EXIT LEO. ENTER PHILIPPA)


PHILIPPA
What's the matter with him?

FIONA
I'm giving him the annual lecture on morals, man and money.

PHILIPPA 
Won't do any good.

FIONA
I know. I have to do it once in a while though. Can't just let him get away with it.

PHILIPPA
Do you know how much money Leo earned last year.

FIONA
No.

PHILIPPA
A hundred and ten thousand quid.

FIONA
Wow.

PHILIPPA
He pays hardly any tax because he's out of the country for so long. He doesn't have to pay for air fares or hotels or entertainment. That's why he wanted to go to Mexico - he's got so many air miles he could go round the planet a couple of times for nothing.

FIONA
That's nice for him.

PHILIPPA
Oh God, you think I'm boasting don't you.

FIONA
No. Well I suppose it does sound a bit like boasting.

PHILIPPA
I'm not boasting Fee, I think it's terrible..

FIONA
I wouldn't complain too much. I could do that for a year and retire.

PHILIPPA
Yes but it's how he makes the money - that's what gets to me. I mean you earn 24,000 a year..

FIONA
How do you know how much I earn.

PHILIPPA
Leo told me.

FIONA
How does he know?

PHILIPPA
Leo knows everything about money. (BEAT) And he earns 110,000. You educate kids and he sells them cigarettes. That's 90,000 extra for killing them rather than teaching them. And he gets tax relief. For killing children. They even won an export award.

FIONA
(IN LEO'S VOICE) 'Someone's got to do it. If I d'i'n't do it someone else would'. And he's quite right. (BEAT) Unfortunately.

PHILIPPA
We're not very happy.

FIONA
I did notice.

PHILIPPA
I mean we still love each other. I think we do anyway. Hard to tell sometimes. (BEAT) But it's all these other things: the job, the boys, all that time he's away.

FIONA
It's a big house to be alone in.

PHILIPPA
I feel like Jane Eyre. I feel like I could just disappear and it'd be weeks, months before anybody noticed. I'd rather have less money and more time together.

FIONA
Like us you mean?

PHILIPPA
It's better isn't it - you've got a house full of people.

FIONA
Too many sometimes.

PHILIPPA
You get on with each other, you and Richard.

FIONA
Not always. Just because people don’t row doesn’t mean they don’t have problems.

PHILIPPA
You and Richard?

FIONA
Yes, me and Richard.(PAUSE) Anyway I won’t have a house full for much longer. The girls'll be gone in a couple of years. Richard's really struggling with the job. He'd give it up tomorrow if he had the chance but we can't afford it. If both of them want to go to college we're going to find it hard. And then we've got The Glums ringing up every five minutes. Everybody's life always looks easier from the outside.

PHILIPPA
I'm just a whinging rich bitch aren't I.

FIONA
No you're not. You're a perfectly sane sensible person. Basically we're all the same - up shit creek with no paddle no compass and no idea where we’re supposed to be going.

PHILIPPA
And we're the lucky ones.

FIONA
Yep, we're the lucky ones. (PAUSE) Did she come last night.

PHILIPPA
Yeah. I thought she might have gone away.

FIONA
I'm going to stay up with you.

PHILIPPA
I don't see what good it'd do.

FIONA
We'd know then - one way or the other.

PHILIPPA
Yes we would wouldn't we. Would you mind?

FIONA
Of course I wouldn't. I should have done it at the beginning.

PHILIPPA
I feel better about it already. Thanks. Shall we go outside? Expose ourselves a bit, frighten the locals.

FIONA
Yes. What have we got to lose.

PHILIPPA
(EXITING) Nothing. Just our looks, our skin, our lives..

FIONA
(CALLING) I thought you were feeling better.

PHILIPPA
(CALLING BACK) I am.

FIONA
(TO HERSELF) God help us when you're depressed.


(AFTER A PAUSE, PHILIPPA WANDERS IN ON THE MOBILE PHONE)

 PHILIPPA
Matthew is that you..


Where have you been - I've been ringing all day. Is everything alright..


What?.. 


What's he doing there..


When? Is he alright?..


What was he doing in the tree..




Well why didn't you stop him..




A broken ankle's not nothing is it. He could have killed himself. I don't know what your father's going to say..


I have to tell him..


If Thomas's ankle's in plaster he's bound to notice..


Alright, alright. We'll tell him. (BEAT) We just won't mention the jumping out the tree bit..


Especially not the umbrella..


You've been taking drugs again, haven't you..




Are you sure..



Well why else would a sane person jump out of a tree with an umbrella?..


That makes it worse. Then it's just sheer stupidity..



Alcohol is a drug, Matthew..


Well I'm glad somebody finds it funny. So, while your brother is lying in agony in hospital, you're rolling around in hysterics. Nice one..


On video. You must be joking..



No I do not want to see it and don't you dare mention it to dad..


We'll have to tell him something. Look, we'll just say he was up there trying to get the basketball back..


Well buy a bloody basketball..


I can't believe this is happening. You haven't done anything else have you? You might as well tell me now. What else have you broken?..


Alright. Will you please, please, promise we you won't do anything stupid for the next three days - no drinking, no drugs, no friends round, nothing. Please..


He will throw you out..


He will. You know what your father's like



Alright. He is alright though, isn't he..


Poor Thomas..


Good. Just remember what I said..


Yes. OK. OK. Goodbye dear.



(PRESSING THE DISCONNECT ON THE PHONE) Take care. (EXITING TO THE POOL, BRIGHTLY) You'll never guess what's happened?



(THE NEXT DAY. FIONA, RICHARD AND PHILIPPA ARE PRESENT LOUNGING, READING OR WHATEVER)

LEO
(ENTERING) Right. No more worries. The problem is sorted.

RICHARD
What is?

LEO
How many problems do we have?

PHILIPPA
I’ve lost count.

LEO
I'm talking about this kid - the ghost.

PHILIPPA
It's not a ghost.

LEO
That's what I thought but I've been talkin' to that fat bloke next door - the one with the wig.

FIONA
That's not a wig.

LEO
It is a wig.

RICHARD
Nobody would chose a wig looking like that. 

LEO
Have you seen his wife - She's orange.

FIONA
Matches his hair then.

LEO
It does dunnit. (A THINKING PAUSE) 

FIONA
What about him?

LEO
What about who?

FIONA
The man. The man next door. 

LEO
Oh yeah - he reckons there was a family died in this place. 20 years ago.

PHILIPPA
Oh God, I don't want to know this.

LEO
No - straight up. They had one of them gas boilers. One night the whole place filled up with carbon monoxide. They found 'em all in the morning - stone dead. And - listen to this - one of 'em was a 10 year old girl called Emma.

FIONA
Really.

LEO
Yeah.

RICHARD
She was called Emma.

LEO
I just said that. 

FIONA
Are you sure.

RICHARD
Definitely. (BEAT) Well he didn't actually say her name was 'Emma'.

FIONA
I don't believe you sometimes.

LEO
It's gotta be 'as'n'it. I mean how many 10 year old ghosts can there be walking around the place?

RICHARD
Even if that was true..

LEO
It is true. I just told yer..

RICHARD
Even if it was true.. there is one slight problem.

LEO
Which is?

RICHARD
Ghosts don't exist.

LEO
'Course they do. She's seen one.

PHILIPPA
I've seen something.

RICHARD
Philippa is the only person who’s seen this 'child'. 

PHILIPPA
Thanks for believing me.

RICHARD
Look - I'm not saying you're making it up, Phil. I'm just saying that it's much more likely to be a dream. 

PHILIPPA
You think I'm losing touch with reality don't you.

RICHARD
All I'm saying is that the most likely explanation is that this.. child.. is in your imagination.

LEO
It is a bit creepy this place.

RICHARD
It is not creepy. It's just old.

LEO
Probably built on some Indian burial site...

RICHARD
...in Spain. What did they do, fly the corpses over the Atlantic?

LEO
I fought that pool was a funny shape. I's probably one them graves with a plastic liner..

RICHARD
The pool is not that small.


PHILIPPA
(TO RICHARD) I thought you knew me well enough to believe what I'm telling you.

RICHARD
I do.

PHILIPPA
Doesn't sound like it to me. What do you think it is, Richard: hallucination, the early stages of schizophrenia, total mental breakdown...  

RICHARD
I'm not saying anything like that.

PHILIPPA
(WALKING OUT) Well that's what it sounds like to me.

FIONA
Well done, Richard, you really handled that well.

RICHARD
You want me to accept this ghost crap, do you?

FIONA
Yes, if it makes her feel better. Why not?

RICHARD
Because the next thing you'll be calling in the exorcist. I mean, let's be totally medieval, let's go the whole way.

LEO
You know tha's not such a bad idea.

RICHARD
Oh for God's sake..

FIONA
I don't care what we have to do. If it helps her, whatever it is, we're going to do it. I am anyway, even if you won't.

RICHARD
And you could end up making things a bloody sight worse.

FIONA
I'm going to stay up with her.

RICHARD
What?

FIONA
I'm going to stay up with her.

RICHARD
Why?

FIONA
So we'll know?

RICHARD
What will we know?

FIONA
Whether it's just Philippa who can see this.. child.

RICHARD
You're just encouraging her.

FIONA
(EXITING) Why not. She's my sister. Why shouldn't I encourage her?

LEO
You're in the shit mate.

RICHARD
Thanks for your support, Leo. You really think it's a ghost too do you.

LEO
Nah. I reckon she's goin' mental.

RICHARD
What about this gas boiler thing?

LEO
Might not 'ave been here.

RICHARD
What?

LEO
Well he didn't actually say here - it was one of these villas though.. or in the village.. somewhere round here.

RICHARD
You made it up didn't you?

LEO
Nah.

RICHARD
You did didn't you?

LEO
You gotta do something haven't you..

RICHARD
Oh God..

LEO
If she thinks it's a ghost.. makes things easier dunnit.

RICHARD
(EXITING) This just gets worse.

LEO
(EXITING) What'd I do?


(FIONA WANDERS IN USING THE MOBILE PHONE)

FIONA
..but if he hasn't got it he can't change channels can he. It's bad enough being in that chair all day..


Annway you're always telling me you never watch television..



Yes, yes, alright mother, I know, just Richard Attenborough and the News..



I am not taking a tone. All I'm saying is that if you're not watching it, it doesn't matter if he keeps changing channels..


Well just take it away from him when the News is on..



He doesn't think you've lost it. He knows you've hidden it. He's not senile..


He's always repeated himself (HAND OVER MOUTHPIECE) So have you, for God's sake..



What about this sink then. Have you sorted it out..



That's what I told Dad..



In the Yellow pages..


What if they do..



Mum you've got plenty of money..



You have..


You don't need to save it anymore. That's why you've saved up all these years - so don't have to crawl under the sink. You get a man to do it. That's the whole point of having money isn't it..


Well yes, Richard will fix it when we get back, but we're not back for three days. You'll be growing cauliflowers in it..


No I don't..


Just give him my love..


Mum I don't..


Hello dad..

      
Yes, yes I know..


No we're on holiday..


With Philippa and Leo..


(WANDERING OUT)


I know she has..


I've told her..


You'll just have to do without the remote control..


We can't Dad, I told you, we're on holiday. With Philippa and Leo..


It's not costing anything. We rang you..

    
(FADE TO NIGHT. FIONA IS ASLEEP ON THE SOFA. PHILIPPA IS SITTING UP. 'EMMA' HAS ENTERED)

PHILIPPA
I didn't think you'd come.

EMMA
Why not?

PHILIPPA
..with someone else here.

EMMA
Her.

PHILIPPA
She's my sister.

EMMA
I know who it is.

PHILIPPA
I wanted her to see you.

EMMA
Why?

PHILIPPA
Because..

EMMA
They all think you're a bit mental don't they.

PHILIPPA
Can I wake her up?

EMMA
Do what you like.

PHILIPPA
Fiona.. Fiona..

FIONA
What?

PHILIPPA
Wake up. She's here.

FIONA
Who?

PHILIPPA
Emma.

FIONA
God. Hello.

EMMA
Hello. You're Fiona.

FIONA
Yes I am.

EMMA
Can you help me?

FIONA
Me? How?

EMMA
I want to go home but I don't know where I live. I want to find my parents but I don't know who they are. I want some presents for my birthday. I asked her but she won't help me.

FIONA
Because we don't how I can help you.

EMMA
You're an adult. Adults know how to do things.

FIONA
Do you know how you got here?

PHILIPPA
I've asked her..

EMMA
No. I don't remember anything.

FIONA
You remember talking to my sister.

EMMA
I suppose so.

FIONA
You've been here before - every night.

EMMA
Yes.

FIONA
Can you remember anything about the days?

EMMA
No.

FIONA
What about before we came here? What happened before we came here?

EMMA
(TO PHILIPPA) She's very nosey, your sister.

PHILIPPA
We're just trying to help you.

EMMA
No you're not. You just want to get rid of me. That's all she wants to do.

FIONA
You said it was your birthday.

EMMA
Yes.

FIONA
How old are you?

EMMA
I'm ten. I told her.

FIONA
What's your name?

EMMA
Emma.

FIONA
What's your second name.

EMMA
I haven't got a second name. I'm just Emma. They couldn't be bothered with another name.

FIONA
I don't mean your middle name. I mean your surname - what's your surname.

EMMA
It's Keene.

PHILIPPA
What? It can't be.

EMMA
It is. I told her. Emma Keene. (TO PHILIPPA) And it's no good pretending you didn't know because you're not fooling anyone.

PHILIPPA
I didn't know. Honestly. I didn't know.

EMMA
(ANGRILY) Why don't you want me?


(FADE. ON THE BEACH. FIONA AND PHILIPPA ARE SITTING UP. THE TWO MEN ARE ASLEEP)

FIONA
Sorry, Phil.

PHILIPPA
It doesn't matter.

FIONA
I did try and stay awake.

PHILIPPA
It doesn't matter.

FIONA
Maybe I did see her. I could have been half asleep. Just not remembered.

PHILIPPA
You didn't see her. That's all there is to it. I hoped you would. But you didn't.

FIONA
I'm really sorry.

PHILIPPA
So it's just me. Just me going quietly insane.

FIONA
You're not insane, Phil. Well, if you are, so are the rest of us. Maybe the Prozac blurs things. Or maybe it enhances the dream. Makes it seem more real or something.

PHILIPPA
I'm not sure that helps.

FIONA
Two more days and we'll be home. You'll forget all about it.

PHILIPPA
Why would she have my name?

FIONA
It does prove something doesn't it?

PHILIPPA
Like what?

FIONA
It has to be a dream.

PHILIPPA
Why?

FIONA
It can't be a coincidence.

PHILIPPA
Why not?

FIONA
Think about it - this is someone only you can see. And she's got your name.

PHILIPPA
It makes me feel so alone all this?

FIONA
We're here.

PHILIPPA
It used to be the only place I didn't feel alone, when we're on holiday.

FIONA
You've got Leo and the boys.

PHILIPPA
Have I?

FIONA
Yes. Of course you have. They love you.

PHILIPPA
They never say.

FIONA
That’s because they're men.

PHILIPPA
I thought, if you could just see her, it would be something we're in together. It's like when we got caught shoplifting that time. Because we'd both done it, it didn't seem so bad.

FIONA
Long time ago.

PHILIPPA
Yeah. When mum and dad were people.

FIONA
Scary people.

PHILIPPA
They were that day. (PAUSE) That's why I can't bear to see them anymore.

FIONA
They are in a mess.

PHILIPPA
No it's not that. When I was stuck in that house on my own I used to think, even if things with Leo get too bad, at least I've still got a place to go to. You still call it 'home', don't you. You haven't lived there for years but it's still home. Except it's not anymore. It's just a smelly damp old house with a couple of old fogies hanging on for grim death. Literally, hanging on for grim death.

FIONA
I didn't realise you felt so bad.

PHILIPPA
Nor did I 'til I saw this Emma. 

FIONA
You'll get through this, Phil. And, listen, whatever goes on, whatever happens, you've always got me. You know that don't you.

PHILIPPA
Thanks (PAUSE) I think I need Jackie Collins (PICKS UP HER BOOK) Her lives are so much simpler aren't they. (LAYING DOWN)  

FIONA
If you don't mind your husband swinging on the chandelier, sniffing cocaine and shagging the maid...

PHILIPPA
All at once?

FIONA
Of course.

PHILIPPA
And they try and tell you it’s fiction.


(AFTER A WHILE, RICHARD AND LEO SIT UP)

RICHARD
I'm going to miss this beach.

LEO
You're not joking. Beautiful clear sea. Lovely soft sand. Cloudless sky.


And tits as far as the eye can see.

RICHARD
I'm getting used to them now. I don't notice anymore.

LEO
Don't notice. Don't notice. What is the matter with you Richard. I've been working on my top ten - well, top twenty to be precise, if we're talkin' pairs. And if I'm not mistaken my favourite pair have just arrived. The face, well, nothin' special. I mean, it's gotta be a paper bag job hasn't it, really. But, I mean, look at that, you could ski jump off the end of 'em.

PHILIPPA
(SITTING UP) Would you stop. Would you just stop

LEO
What?

PHILIPPA
Would you stop going on and on about tits. It's all you talk about when we're on the beach.

LEO
I's only a laugh.

PHILIPPA
No it isn't a laugh, Leo. It's bloody demeaning.

LEO
'o am I demeaning..

PHILIPPA
Women. Me. Everyone. We're in the nineties, Leo, women are not just bodies anymore. They're just breasts, Leo, it's what women have. They're just fat and skin...

LEO
An’ silicone if you wannum really big.

PHILIPPA
(ANGRILY) Why do you have to be so bloody ignorant all the time.


(PHILIPPA STRUTS OFF)

FIONA
Well done, Leo. When are you going to bloody start growing up.

LEO
I’s a joke.

FIONA
D’you notice anyone laughing?

LEO
PMT is it?

FIONA
No it’s not bloody PMT, Leo, it’s you!


(FIONA GOES OFF)

LEO
What'd I do?

RICHARD
Do you want a list?

LEO
No sense of humour have they women? I don’t see the problem? I just say what I think

RICHARD
Just! I can't believe you've got to the age of forty-three and you still think telling women what you really think is a good idea.

LEO
They had good bodies, the two of them didn't they. Once.

RICHARD
They still have.

LEO
I s’pose.

RICHARD
They have. Considering.

LEO
Yeah - good for their age I suppose.

RICHARD
You say that to Philippa do you. You're pretty good. For your age.

LEO
Wha's the matter with that?

RICHARD
(LAUGHS) Just about everything.

LEO
I's a compliment.

RICHARD
You think so.

LEO
It is.

RICHARD
No, Leo. If you want to compliment your wife you say, 'Darling, you look beautiful'. 'You look beautiful for your age' is what you say to Barbara Cartland.

LEO
I's 'ard, all this, innit. 

RICHARD
Yep. 

LEO
So w'as the answer then?

RICHARD
Answer - who ever told you there was an answer?


(PHILIPPA AND FIONA SITTING UNDER AN UMBRELLA DRINKING BEER)

FIONA
Better now.

PHILIPPA
Yes. Thanks.

FIONA
'S'alright. He was being a pig.

PHILIPPA
No he wasn't. It doesn't mean anything. He's always looked at other women. But, I've never had to worry about him, not really. He does try to be good to me - it's just he hasn't got the faintest idea how to do it. I don't mind. Usually.

FIONA
Except today.

PHILIPPA
I generally let it all flow past my head.  

FIONA
Is it because of Emma?

PHILIPPA
No.

FIONA
What?

PHILIPPA
I had some tests. Before we came away.

FIONA
What tests - you never said anything.

PHILIPPA
Got a lump. Not very big. Doesn't hurt. Probably nothing. But you never know do you. This could be the last time I ever lay on a beach 

FIONA
You should have told me.

PHILIPPA
No point. Anyway, I am telling you.

FIONA
You should have told me before.

PHILIPPA
Why?

FIONA
When will you know?

PHILIPPA
Next week.

FIONA
What about Leo?

PHILIPPA
He doesn't know. And don't tell him.

FIONA
He'll have to know if..

PHILIPPA
I'll tell him if I need to. 

FIONA
No wonder you're not sleeping.

PHILIPPA
It's a punishment isn't it.

FIONA
For what?

PHILIPPA
I don't know. All those kids smoking...

FIONA
That's Leo, not you. It's got nothing to do with you.

PHILIPPA
I spend the money.

FIONA
Yes. But you'd be quite happy without it. You've said that loads of times.

PHILIPPA
And mum and dad. And the boys.

FIONA
You are not being punished. It's a disease. It might not be even be that

PHILIPPA
Somebody has to pay. All that money. Everything. We've had it. And now we've got to pay for it.

FIONA
(GOES OVER TO HER) You're not being punished. You're going to be OK. It's probably nothing and even if it is you've caught it early. They can do things these days..

PHILIPPA
Yeah? Stuff me with chemicals. Radiation.

FIONA
It doesn’t have to be.

PHILIPPA
Ot just chop it off and get it over with. I wonder what they do with ‘em all?

FIONA
Phil, it’s not going to be that bad, for goodness sake.

PHILIPPA
(AS MAE WEST?) Goodness had nothing to with it. (PAUSE, NORMALLY) What ever happens,  you won’t see on this beach again.


(PHILIPPA PUTS HER HEAD IN HER HANDS. FIONA COMFORTS HER) 

FIONA
(HUGGING HER) Oh Phil, it'll be alright. Really it will. Really it will.


(NIGHTTIME. PHILIPPA IS SITTING) 

EMMA
I wanted to have a birthday but they wouldn't let me. I wanted to have a birthday with presents and balloons and cakes but they wouldn't let me.

PHILLIPA
Why not?

EMMA
They said I was too ugly. They said my spine would be all bent. It isn't though is it. Is it?

PHILIPPA
No. Your spine's not bent at all.

EMMA
Am I pretty?

PHILIPPA
Yes you are.

EMMA
Why couldn't I have a birthday then.

PHILIPPA
Perhaps they couldn't afford it.

EMMA
I wanted a birthday. With presents. And a cake with candles. And all my friends. Why couldn't I?

PHILIPPA
I don't...

EMMA
They're rich. They live in a big house. They've got four cars.

PHILIPPA
I don't know why then.

EMMA
They spend it all on those boys.

PHILIPPA
What?

EMMA
On those boys. They don't care about me.

PHILIPPA
Who are you talking about.

EMMA
You know who I'm talking about.

PHILIPPA
Me?

EMMA
Of course, you. Who else would it be. You're the one with a big house and the cars. You're the one who wouldn't have a birthday for me.

PHILIPPA
I don't understand.

EMMA
Yes you do. I'm Emma. Remember. You remember me. You must do. You're the only one who knows my name.

PHILIPPA
Emma.

EMMA
Yes my name's Emma. Now do you remember?

PHILIPPA
Emma.(REALISING) Emma. Oh God.

EMMA
You remember now, don't you.

PHILIPPA
(CRYING) Oh Emma. I'm so sorry. I'm so sorry.

EMMA
It's too late.

PHILIPPA
Oh Emma please.

EMMA
You should have known who I was. You should have known. But you don't care. You don't care about me. You just wanted the boys. You didn't want me. You didn't want me...




(THE LIGHTS COME ON SUDDENLY. FIONA COMES ON-STAGE. PHILIPPA IS CRYING. FIONA COMFORTS ON)

FIONA
It's alright, Phil. It's alright. It's just a dream. Calm down.

PHILIPPA
It was her.

FIONA
It's OK. Just a dream. Just a dream.

PHILIPPA
It wasn't a ghost.  

FIONA
O.K., O.K. You haven't done this since you were sixteen. Sleepwalking, crying in the night, screaming. You used to scare us stupid sometimes.

PHILIPPA
It wasn't like that.

FIONA
What happened?

PHILIPPA
I know who she is.

FIONA
She's Emma isn't she.

PHILIPPA
She's my Emma. I was going to call her Emma. I never told anyone. I sort of knew it was going to be a girl. As soon as I was pregnant I knew. And then I had the scans and they said it was a girl. But she wasn't right. She wasn't right..

FIONA
I never thought. You didn't tell me about calling her Emma.

PHILIPPA
I'd forgotten. How could I forget? I thought, it won't just be a house full of men anymore. I'd be like you and the girls. I mean, just having someone to talk to.. But I got rid of her..

FIONA
You had to, Phil, they told you it wouldn't be any good.

PHILIPPA
She might have been alright.

FIONA
They didn't even think you'd have gone full term. She wouldn't have survived..

PHILIPPA
She might..

FIONA
Phil, it was no good. Even if she'd have been born she would have been terribly handicapped. She wouldn't have had a life. Nor would you.

PHILIPPA
You don't lose them though do you, if they're handicapped. They don't grow up and leave. They don't turn into men you can't ever talk to again.

FIONA
You lose them all eventually.(PAUSE) Phil, you made the right decision. In fact there wasn't even a decision to be made. It was just the way it was.

PHILIPPA
She wouldn't forgive me.

FIONA
It isn't her that won't forgive you, Phil. It's you. You won't forgive yourself. You're carrying round all this guilt and fear and unhappiness.. you've got so depressed, it's all just forced it's way out. But it's OK now. We know what it's about. Now we can deal with it.

PHILIPPA
I don't know how.

FIONA
Nor do I. But we will, Phil, really. We'll get you over this.

PHILIPPA
Don't tell Leo.

FIONA
Of course I'm going to tell bloody Leo. And Richard. And the girls. I'm going to tell your bloody boys too. Everybody's going to know how unhappy you've been and they can all get of their arses and do something about it.

PHILIPPA
What an idiot I am.

FIONA
We're all idiots, Phil. Believe me. We're all idiots. (PAUSE) We’re going to look after you. It’s going to be alright.

PHILIPPA
It it?

FIONA
Yes, it is, it is.


(FADE. LIGHTS UP ON THE ROOM. TWO SUITCASES ARE BY THE DOOR. ENTER RICHARD
AND FIONA)

RICHARD
What’s going on?

FIONA
Nothing.

RICHARD
Exactly. No rows, nothing flying across the room.

FIONA
I think Leo’s just realised he’s got something to lose.

RICHARD
No more ghosts.

FIONA
Apparently not.

RICHARD
They’ve always done it haven’t they - hysterical rows all over the place.

FIONA
..and then they make up.

RICHARD
Must be very tiring.

FIONA
You know sometimes I wish..

RICHARD
Wish what?

FIONA
Nothing. (GOING INTO BEDROOM) Let’s get the cases.

RICHARD
(EXITING, CONCERNED) Fee..


(ENTER PHILIPPA WITH A CASE. SHE SITS DOWN LOOKING DISTRACTED. ENTER LEO)  

LEO
I still don't understand why you you didn't tell me. Why di'n' you tell me?

PHILIPPA
I tried.

LEO
You can't think much of me can yer. All that going on and not saying a word.

PHILIPPA
I thought it might all go away.

LEO
I's my fault i'n'i't.

PHILIPPA
No it isn't.

LEO
I'm an ignorant git. Your mother got it right di'n' she. Always 'ave been ignorant. Always will be probably. There's me thinking I was going to have to cart you off to the loony bin. But it's not you is it? It's me. And the boys. And the rest of it. All as daft as each other. We just can't see the ghosts can we. It's only the nice ones that see the ghosts. The rest of us - we might as well jump out of the trees with umbrellas.

PHILIPPA
Don't say anything, Leo, not to the boys. I don't want anyone else hating me.

LEO
Nobody hates you

PHILIPPA
You will if they start cutting me up.

LEO
Don't be daft.

PHILIPPA
You’d manage without me.

LEO
No. I wouldn’t manage. Not without you, darlin’. Couldn’t. An’ I wouldn’t want to.

PHILIPPA
'Course you would.

LEO
Anyway, I'm not going to manage without you 'cause yer not going anywhere. Once we've got you sorted out with the Doc, there's goin' to be no more of this sittin' about in the house. Your comin' with me. I'll rent a house on the beach. You should see the beaches out there darlin' - they go on forever.

PHILIPPA
I'll be alright.

LEO
Yeah, you will be alright. I'll make sure of that.

PHILIPPA
And what about the boys - while we're swanning it in our beach house?

LEO
They won't even notice we've gone - not till the money runs out. (SURRENDERING TO A LOOK) Alright, alright. They can come too. I hear the dope’s pretty good out there. I could explain what work is.

FIONA
(ENTERING) Are we ready?

PHILIPPA
Yep. I've checked the cupboards about fifty times. I think we should just get going.

FIONA
(PICKING UP A BOOK) What about Jackie Collins?

PHILIPPA
Leave her for the next lot.

FIONA
There's twenty-seven pages missing.

PHILIPPA
What’s that - five shags, one blow-job and a couple of murders. Who’s going to notice?

LEO
(EXITING) I'm just going to check if we've left anything by the pool

FIONA
Mmm, the new Leo. I like it.

PHILIPPA
Did you hear him?

FIONA
Couldn't help it. I was in the bedroom. With my glass (MIMES HOLDING THE GLASS TO THE WALL)

PHILIPPA
Men don’t change do they?

FIONA
He cares about you. We all do.

PHILIPPA
Make the most of it, while it lasts, anyway.

FIONA
He’s alright, Leo. I think you’re going to  be pleasantly suprised.

RICHARD
(ENTERS) Who'll be surprised?

FIONA
You men. When the revolution comes. When you’re up against the wall smoking your final fag. You can bring the cases, Richard. We'll be out by the car. 


(FIONA AND PHILIPPA EXIT. RICHARD TRIES TO LIFT THE CASES AND STRUGGLES)

RICHARD
I can bring the cases. Fine. Bloody hell. They weren't this heavy when we arrived.(CALLING) What have you been buying.


(LEO RE-ENTERS)

LEO 
Cor blimey that one next door's out by the pool in the nuddy again.

RICHARD 
You can't see next door's pool.

LEO
You can if you stand on the dustbin. You should see the size of them.

RICHARD
Big girl is she?

LEO
Not them. The pools. They've got two of them. There's a kiddy's one (PICKING UP THE CASES) And a bloody great Olympic sized one for the adults. I tell yer. they're so big I bet you could get four people in there at the same time an' 'ave room for a lilo (EXITS)

RICHARD
(EXITS SHOUTING) The pool is not the bloody small.


THE END
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